Introduction

59
Endothelial cells (EC) play primary roles in the modulation of vascular to mediate lipid uptake and to decrease the secretion of some 95 inflammatory cytokines (e.g. interleukin-2, interleukin-6, TNF-α, 96 transforming growth factor-beta) in ox-LDL stimulated monocyte-derived 97 macrophages (13). Recent studies showed that miR-125a-5p was highly 98 expressed in EC, could suppress the expression of endothelin- 1 and 99 contribute to the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis (24, 35). Moreover, 100 miR-125a-5p is expressed at low levels in the aorta of stroke-prone rats 101 and in the blood of mice with ischemic stroke (35, 40) . These suggest that 102 the abnormal expression of miR-125a-5p in arteries, most probably in EC, 103 might be related to vascular diseases. 
Statistical analysis
278
Data were expressed as mean ± standard error of mean (SEM).
279
Multiple comparisons were performed by 1-or 2-way ANOVA. The effects of miR-125a-5p on HBMEC function were also investigated. 
